CHARACTERS | THEMES | SETTING
Characters include: 

· Mathu -- proud, strong-willed black man in his eighties, accused of killing Beau Boutan; Mathu is a favorite of Candy Marshall, who he helped to raise 
· Candy Marshall -- young woman who manages the old family plantation; devises plan to protect Mathu. 
· Sheriff Mapes -- bullying white officer who investigates the crime. 
· Fix Boutan -- father of the deceased, well known as a violent man and a racist who has no respect for Blacks. 
· Gil Boutan -- brother of the deceased; accepts the social changes taking place in the South and urges an end to the cycle of violence. 
· Lou Dimes -- newspaper journalist from Baton Rouge who has been dating Candy for three years; narrates part of the story. 
· Other Narrators --  Snookum, Janey, Miss Merle, Chimley, Mat, Cherry, Clatoo, Rufe, Sully, Tee Jack, Rooster, Coot, Sharp, and Dirty Red. 
· Charlie Biggs --  fifty-year-old black man, timid and submissive, who learns self respect and individual responsibility during the course of the novel. 
· Luke Will --  a racist friend of the deceased who leads a lynch mob attempting to avenge Beau's death. 

Themes to Consider:
        manhood
        racism, interracial relations, and racial conflict 
        self respect                     
        individual growth and change
        individual responsibility
        changing social attitudes
        generational conflicts
        the past vs. the future
Setting:  the old Marshall Plantation in rural Louisiana on a Friday afternoon in October in the late 1970s 
